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A thousand years ago, the state of the art that combines words 
and pictures was the illuminated manuscript - a carefully crafted, 
fragile document telling a tale only a select few would ever be 
privileged to read. A thousand years from now, the art form 
may evolve so that each of us takes the raw electrons from the 
air and turns them into our own fantasies, moving and speaking 
on command for the world to access. In hetween those forms, 
we have comics. 


DC Comics celebrates the millennium mark by offering you the best and most vital examples of our 
art form. This millennium collection represents our most creative, most cataclysmic and most 
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REMEMBERING THE MILLENNIUM 


Of course, the executives behind the 
TV show were probably not aware that 
this was not the original Batgirl, or that 
January of that year and was an imme- this was yet another example of Schwartz's 
diate and resounding Silver Age specialty of 


success. The actors DETECTIVE Comics #359 successfully reinventing 


played their parts with old characters. 
surprisingly straight H When Julius Schwartz 
faces, and the comics- Batgirl Comes fo was handed BATMAN 
come-to-life appealed Gotham City and DETECTIVE COMICS 
to young and old alike a few years earlier, he 
— so much so that they continued to jettisoned all the hangers-on who had 
shape the general public's perception of l accumulated in the 1950s during the 
comics for decades atter. tenure of editor Jack Schiff. Among those 
One of the keys to the show's success l characters were Batwoman, Batgirl, Bat- 
was its never-ending parade of new, Mite, and Ace the Bathound. Now, two 
wildly-costumed characters. The pro- Й and a half years after Schwartz unveiled 
ducers were always hungry for more @ the “New Look” Batman, he felt the time 
characters to add to the mix, and they was right for a new Batgirl. Schwartz and 
knew a sure thing when they saw one. writer Gardner Fox came up with Barbara 
So when editor Julius Schwartz sent Gordon, daughter of Commissioner James 
them an advance copy of DETECTIVE Ë Gordon, while Carmine Infantino gave 
COMICS #359, the decision was made: her a sleek, mod look. With 1965 drawing 
Batgirl would be added to the show. to a close, Batgirl burst onto the scene. 
Her first opponent was Killer Moth, 
not seen in the feature since 1951, and she 
dispatched him with ease. Batgirl was a 
success in the comics, making numerous 
guest appearances and earning an 
occasional backup feature in DETECTIVE. 
Batgirl's TV debut, in September 1967, 
at the beginning of the third season of the 
Batman show, was a more qualified 
success. Despite actress Yvonne Craig's 


1966 saw America in the grip of 
Batmania. The colorful, lighthearted 
ABC-TV series made its debut in 


continued on inside back cover > 
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THIS 
BATGIRL WHO SEEMS 
TO HAVE TAKEN OVE; 
MY CRIME - FIGHTING 
та / 4 


WHO ја 


IN THE GOTHAM CITY LIBRARY SHORTLY, SHE SLIPS INTO A A STARTLING TRANS- 
AFTER CLOSING HOLIRS, BARBARA LARGE CLOSET WHICH SHE FORMATION ... 
GORDON, LIBRARIAN AND HAS CONVERTED INTO A 77 у 
DAUGHTER OF POLICE DRESSING ROOM... WELL!!! THIS " BATGIRL “4 
COMMISSIONER GORDON, COSTUME REALLY DOES 
IS IN STITCHES ... THE WHOLE WORLD THINKS THINGS FOR ME! I САМ 
ZM JUST A PLAIN JANE --A HARDLY WAIT FOR THE MD- 
COLORLESS FEMALE S NIGHT LINMASKING HOUR == 
I BETTER FINISH I'LL SHOW THEM A FAR AND THE SHOCK 
MY COSTUME FOR THE MORE IMPOSING ILL Give 
POLICEMANS MASQUERADE J| GIRL TONIGHT ! „а Ч 
BALL TONIGHT-~AND LD 


HE АШ 


< 


I MADE MY PH, P. 

SOON SHE AT GOTHAM STATE 
5 DRIVING C лу = У ФЕ 

LONG THE АСШАТЕС SUMMA 
SUBURBAN . CUM LAUDE f Т. 
TOWARD THE 2 Аг а 7 AUT ud 
HOTEL WHERE 2 š É NIGHT WILL BE THE 

THE MASQUE HIGHLIGHT OF MY 
BALL 15 BEING 

HELO... 


HERE COMES BRUCE WAYNE IN | YEAH f HE WORKS LATE AT HIS 
HIS LIMOUSINE NOW-- RIGHT WAYNE FOUNDATION THE 
ON TIME 7 4 SAME NIGHT EVERY WEEK f 


— е 一 WE STOPPED пана 
, | NOW LETS KN 
GLISTENING STRANDS 
бе S ele NWA WAYNE THE SAME 
STANCE LEAP FROM 
THE WEAPONS OF g 
THE MCTH-MEN -一 
WRAP THE WAYNE 
LIMOUSINE IN 


MAKE A RUN FCR 
IT, MR. WAYNE-— 
BEFORE YOU GET 
HURT! BATGIRL 
WILL HANCLE 
THESE HUMAN 
MOTHS ! 


THAT'S A BREAK 
A CHANCE TO RUN JUST FAR 
ENOUGH TO CHANGE (NTO MY 
BATMAN COSTUME UNOBSERVED! 
THAT --€r-- NEW BATGIRL MAY 
NOT BE AS GOOP AS SHE 
THINKS SHE (5 1 


OHHH 1 COSTUMED MEN 

GANGING ШО ON THAT 

DRIVER ! I'VE GOT TO 
HELP HIM 1 


WHY--THAT BRUCE 
WAYNE THEY'RE ATTACK- 
ING == рарруз MILLIONAIRE 
FRIEND ! HE'S ALWAYS RE- 
GARDED ME AS А MOUSEY SORT 
OF PERSON ! Т WONDER, 
WHAT HE'D SAY IF HE KNEW 
WHO IT WAS COMING TO 
RESCUE HIM f ТИС. DIS- 
GUISE MY VOICE --SO HE 
DOESN'T RECOGNIZE IT! 


TMA FIRST 
KÝS JUDO 
EXPERT, BOYS-- 
AS ти WILLING 


BEHIND HER 
LIKE SOME 
CREATURE OF 
NIGHTMARE-- 
SEEMINGLY 
FLYING, 
THOUGH 
ACTUALLY 
SUPPORTED BY 
A STRONG WIRE- 


YES! THIS IS THAT LETHAL 
LEPIDOPTERON WHOSE EX- 
PLOITS HAVE MADE НІМ A 


THEN--OUT OF THE NIGHT— 

TIME DARKNESS A MIGHTY 

FIST SWINGING LIKE A 
SLEDGEHAMMER... 


STUCK FAST-— 
CAN'T GET 
LOOSE -- 
А 5 Р 
YOU BETTER STICK TO 


r 
му KNITTING ON THAT 4 
COCOON WHILE MY “11 - 
MOTH- MOB ROUNDS 2% 
UP BRUCE WAYNE ! 


COCOON OF STATE PRISON-- 
HE IS BACK AT HIS OLD 
FLITTING GROUNDS... 


Вит--не 0 ON THAT ALMOST 
INVISIBLE WIRE THAT REELS 
HIM UPWARD AND AWAY FROWN 
DANGER.-— K/L CER MOTH 
RETREATS SKYWARD... 


NO WAY TO DO 


Баир 
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Hee eves SPARKLE ! HER 
BREATH COMES FASTER ! 
HER HEART THUMPS WITH 
ALARMING SPEED ! BABS 
GORDON IS HAVING THE TIME 
OF HER LIFE --FULLY ALIVE 
ТО THIS NEW EXCITEMENT 
AND DANGER-~AND LOVING 


BATMAN -- BRUCE 
WAYNE |S IN DEADLY DAN- 
GER ١ THOSE MOTH- MEN 


I'LL TAKE PER- 
SONAL CHARGE 
OF BRUCE WAYNE, 
MA'AM І BUT WHO. 
ARE YOU Z HOW 
COME YOU'RE 
WEARING THAT-- 
THAT BATGIRL 
COSTUME 2 


IDENTITY--I'LL. 
EXCHANGE MINE 


I THOUGHT 
NOT ! 


FCR ALL Г 
KNOW THIS 
MARKS THE 
DEBUT AND 
FAREWELL 
APPEARANCE 
OF ВА! 


іт WAS FUN 
WHILE /T 
LASTED... 


WERE ABOUT TO BEAT HIM 
ЦР WHEN I HAPPENED 
ALONG í ALLER MOTH 
і5 BOUND TC TRY AGAIN... 


I ALMOST WISH TO 

NEVER MADE THAT 

BATGIREL COSTUME | 
NOW MY LIFE SEEMS 

EMPTY AND HUMDRUM! 
L HOPE BATMAN 
16 GUARDING 
BRUCE WAYNE -- 
AND I WISH г 
WERE THERE TO 

HELP ... 


HERSELF IN 
THE MUNDANE 
WORLD OF 
THE LIBRARY... 


— 
HAMM-- І THOUGHT AT FIRST THAT 
KULER MOTH SUSPECTED 
S WAYNE WAS BATMAN -- 
=“ THIS LETTER EXPLAINS 
WHY BRUCE WAYNE WAS I 
ATTACKED LAST NIGHT ; 


MORNING HE = I 2 DON'T 
READING не STOP’ Nowy EZ 


B WHEN «< 
7 а! =") 


а 


Hie WARD Dick | THIS LETTER Is FROM == 
ROBIN ) MILLER MOTH -- TELLING 

ME THAT WHAT HAPPENED TO 

ME AS BRUCE WAYNE LAST 

NIGHT WAS JUST A SAMPLE 
OF WHAT WILL НАРРЕМ-- 

UNLESS I PAY HIM $/ 2o, coo 
IN CASH TONIGHT / 


SOON, A SECRET 
VISIT TO THE 
HOME OF 
MILLIONAIRE 


IF IT HADN'T BEEN FCR | І WONDER IF KULER 
THAT MYSTERIOUS 

BATGIRL, YOU 

MIGHT HAVE HAD 

A TOUGH TIME 

FIGHTING THEM 


I'D NEVER TELL 
/ THIS TO THE POLICE 
ВЕ BECAUSE MILL GFE 
MOTH WARNED ME 


You, 
І WAS BRUTALLY 
BEATEN UP AND I 


I--[ADN'T DARE REFUSE 


NUMBER OF 


FURTHER ! 
HOUSE CALLS,. 


| 


I HAVE А PLAN 
IN MIND, e 
BUT WE'LL 
NEEO THE 
т. SERVICES 
|) СЕ ALFRED! 


Би 


ل 


THAT'LL 
PLEASE 
ALFRED! 
HE FEELS 52 
PROUD WHEN 
WE ASK HIM TO 
TAKE A HAND 
IN OUR CASES ١ 


її [Г PAYING OFF т Was МУ 
|| MONEY--OR MY LIFE 
N wal Sa) 


U 
a 


AND IN THE 

BATCAVE 

THAT VERY 
EVENING... 


ALFRED, TAKE THIS BAG TO THE 
CORNER OF MORTIMER ROAD AND 
WILSON LANE ! ГМ SUPPOSED 
TO DROP OFF $100,000 IN THAT 
DESERTED AREA-- ВИТ BRUCE 

WAYNE 15 NOT LEAVING THIS 

HOUSE TILL FURTHER 

NOTICE ! 


AND THAT'S LARVA, YOU ANP PUPA 


WAYNE ADVISES 
ME HE WON'T 
PAY | HES 
GOING то STAY 
PUT IN HIS HOUSE -- 
SURROUNDED BY 
THE POLICE ! T 
WARNED НА 
THAT TO TIP 
OFF THE COPS 
WOULD MEAN 

HIS DEATH -— 


AFTER HOURS, 
IN THE BASEMENT 
STOREROOM OF 
THE LIBRARY, SHE 
KEEPS HERSELE 


IN FIGHTING SHAPE... 


mE wey me KEEP AN EYE ON WAYNE 


А ВЕ-- MANSION ! SCONER CR. 


5 MILLER 2 LATER THOSE COPS WILL 


FINALLY LEAVE І WE'LL 
MOVE IN WHEN THEY Go ! 


3 НЕ 


тт VE BEEN HERE WAS BLUFFIN 


FOR THREE DAYS-- ) ABOUT CALL 
AND HAVEN'T ING iN THE 
SIGHTEP А SINGLEN COPS ! 17/6 


WHAT'LL HAPPEN TO BRUCE || COP! ВОТ BRUCE N TIME WE 

WAYNE WILL GUARANTEE US | | WAYNE KEEPS HIM-) REPORTED 

FULL COOPERATION FROM 

THOSE CTHER MILLIONAIRES 
STILL ON THE LIST! 


SELF НЕГЕР ue „то BOSS- 
THE MOTH / 


Јавне I SUPPOSE 
TLL NEVER USE IT-- 
BUT І CAN DREAM... 
AND THIS NEW 
BATGIRL COS- 
TUME WILL ВЕ 
READY.» JUST. 
IN CASE... 


I'M STRONGER AND 
HARDER THAN СУЕ 

EVER BEEN, THANKS 
TO МУ SPECIAL 


PROTEIN DIET ANO THIS RARE EDITION OF THE BAY PSALM 
INTENSIVE EXERCISE! BOOK WHICH BRUCE WAYNE HAS BEEN 
AFTER МЕ ТО СЕТ НІМ JUST ARRIVED 
SPECIAL DELIVERY ! HE COLLECTS 
RARE BOOKS -- AND SOMETIMES 
MY CONTACTS HELP LOCATE THEM 
FOR HIM І 


ТО AFTER HOURS! I'LL 


THIS BOOK IS MUCH TOO 
VALUABLE TO E 


LYING ABOU 


* EDITOR S MOTE : IN 1947 
A тра 5 COPY ОҒ THIS 
BOOK 


P то THAT TIAE! 


AND HIS ALLIES 


mz CAPED CRUSADER | 
_ТАКЕ ON CRIME IN... 


А» 


AND SO AS THE MOON 


PEEPS 
DOWN THROUGH THE TREES 


CN THE WAYNE ESTATE, AN 
HOUR LATER... 


THAT 
ume LIKE 
A-- GUNSHOT! 


ACING TO THE WINDOW, TH 
an LIBRARIAN FREEZES уз 


SHAKE BATGIRL ew то 
HER PRETTY TOES / 


GET ІТ AT YOUR LOCAL COMICS SHOP! CALL 1-222-COMIC BOOK FOR THE NEAREST LOCATION! ) 


Tecial W 
"4 and pcd + lantin A Cule 


Journey into the heart of 
the Dark Knight this August 


ILLION DOLLAR DEBUT E 


SURGING FURY FILLS THE HEART OF THE LIBRARIAN EVEN AS TEARS BRIM NER 
IN HER EYES Í SHE HAS WORKED FOR THIS MOMENT WHEN SHE CAN ONCE 
AGAIN APPEAR AS BATGIRL -- BUT NOW ALL THE PLEASURE HAS GONE OUT OF IT! 


АФ HER HANDS НТ. 

THE ROLLED BRIM OF 
HER BERET, BRINGING 
IT DOWN OVER HER 


„:. ОНЕ TOUCHES HER BOOTS, 
ROLLING UP THEIR FLAPS... 


7 


KILLER MOTH-- Y 
NO WONDER. 

You PICKED 

THAT маме! 


MAKES HER. 
FIRST APPEARANCE 
BEFORE THE WORLD-- 
AND KILLER MOTH 
AND HIS МОТН-МЕМ... 


++. HER FINGERS PULL АТ HER 
SKIRT-- WHICH REVERSES AND 
8 BECOMES A 
CAPE... 


eee AND? HER HANDBAG 
REVERSES ITSELF TO 
FORM HER 
SPECIALLY— DESIGNED 
WEAPONS BELT... 


Se E. 
ASA. 
HORRIBLE 


I РЕТ THAT'S NOT THE CONCEALED IN THE DARI 
CAN TREAT й FIRST TIME YOU'VE SHADOWS OF THE ROOM, 
OUR BOSS ў FALLEN FOR А BATMAN AND ROBIN STARE 
LIKE THAT! AT EACH OTHER IN INCREASI 
DISMAY... 
HOLY в STILL --WE 
INTERFERENCE 1,” CAN'T LET 
SHES RUINING | s BATGIRL 
ALL OUR PLANS ! 4 FIGHT див 
BESIDES-- SHE i BATTLES, 
MAKES TERRIBLE ще САУ 
E 


So 
BATGIRL 

SLAMS A THUG 
SIDEWAYS.» ` 


- 3) 


THE UNDEAD 
GUARDIAN OF GOTHAM 
RISES AGAIN! 


— — > 
44 | nspired by the acclaimed 
\ ELSEWORLDS graphic 
novels, this haunting 
” cold-cast porcelain statue 


С + comes with tombstone 


-A and grave, 


STATUE MEASURES 
* Н.У тал” 23" хат 
v E DEEP 


е ШІ 


YAMETRE 
S TAT UE 


Tett асаб os, 
SCULPTED BY 


William Paquet 
| BASED ON DESIGNS БҮ 


Limited edition "cw arriving in stores in October. 


Order yours today! = 
CALL 1-888-COMIC BOOK WS 
FOR YOUR NEAREST COMICS SHOP! RES 


“DOYS $3103 дздувай JANON 40) HONA 21009-88981 Нед 
ЕЛА ДЕКА СЕЕ 


d > = 
уо 
٠ l - = 


Wig Ze 
Ве و‎ 


INOTHER FLYING MOTH- 


A MAN 15 
INI 
ть PY 


nw 


FURY SHAKES THE BRAVE 
BEAUTY AS SHE RECOGNIZES, 
HER ASSAILANTS... 


SHE MUST HAVE 

KNOCKED HERSELF 

OUT ! LETS CLEAR 
OUT OF HERE f 


— „зй 
WELL !! you TWO 
CERTAINLY WERE 
A BIG HELP ! 
YOU LET KULER 
MOTH GET 
AWAY / you've 
SPOILED ЕМЕВУ- 
THING / AND-- 
AND P-POOR 
BRUCE WAYNE ... 


Ел 


ROBIN.» 


NO, 
Вател! 
WE DIDN'T 
SPOIL 
ANYTHING-- 


и 
фе 


WE PLANNED ALL. 
THIS IN OROER 
TO FOLLOW 
SAYING 2 / KILLER MOTH 
TO HIS HIDE-CuT-- 
SO WE COULD NOT 
ONLY CAPTURE 
HIM BUT ALSO 


RECOVER THE MILLION 
DOLLARS HE EXTORTED 


FROM SOME CF 
GOTHAM CITYS 
WEALTHIEST 
мем ! 


BRUCE WAYNE IS SAFE AND 
SOUND ! WITH HIS СО- 
OPERATION WE RIGGED 


UP THIS LIFE-LIKE DUMMY 
HAVEN! 


TO FOOL THE MO7/ 

WE DIDN'T KNOW HOW TO 
GO TO THEM SO WE 
ARRANGED MATTERS 
SO THEY’? COME 


AWW, CHEER UP BATGIRL ! 
ALL ISN'T LOST YET ! WE 
CAN STILL GO AFTER 
KILLER MOTH 7 YOU 
SEE --Т PLANTED A 
TRACKING DEVICE 
UNDER THE FENDER 

OF THE MOTHMOB/LE £ 


NO, BATGIRL / 
THIS IS A CASE 

FOR. BATMAN 

AND ROBIN! TM 

SORRY--BLIT YOu 
MUST UNDERSTAND 
THAT WE CAN'T 
WORRY OUR — 

SELVES ABOUT 

A GIRL ... 


FAR AHEAD OF THE BAT- 

, THE MOTH 一 
MOBILE STREAKS TOWARD 
THE SECURITY OF MOTH 


As THE BATMOBILE ROARS 
OFF, A RAGING YOUNG 
TIGRESS YANKS A SPECIAL 
MOTOR. BIKE FROM THE 
TRUNK OF HER SPORTS 
САР... BRUCE WAYNE 15 DEAD! 
WORRY ABOUT A MY SCHEME WILL ЊЕ 
GIRL, eh 2 HAM 1 IF THEY SURE-FIRE НОМ / NO 
THINK THEY CAN CUT ME OTHER MILLIONAIRE. 
OFF FROM WHERE THE WILL DARE DEFY МЕ Ї 
ACTION IS, THEY'RE WHY-- I МАУ EVEN “uP” 
MISTAKEN ! I RESTYLED THE ANTE -- DEMAND 
THIS MOTOR BIKE FOR $200,000 / 

JUST SUCH AN 
М EMERGENCY Í 


ON THE مع ممع كفم‎ 
OF THE BATMOBILE 
А TRACKING NEEDLE 
QUIVERS--TURNS-- 
FOLLOWING THE 
MOVEMENTS OF 
THE MOTHMOBILE. 


FEATHERY FINGERS 
TOUCH SPECIAL 
CONTROLS AND THE 
MASKED MAN ~ 
HUNTERS GO 
SOARING LIPWARD 
INTO THE AIR,,, 


UNKNOWN “O THE 
STRUGGLING 
CRIME - FIGHTERS, 
BATGIRL IS нот 
ON THEIR HEELS.. 


WHILE ON THE AAT- 
BIKE, MULTI-COLOR 
LIGHTS FLARE AND 
DIM --INDICATING TO 
THE MASKEO MAIDEN 
WHAT ROAD TO FOL- 
LOW IN HER SECRET 
PURSUIT... 


~ 


Ь . S. YEOW 1 WE-- МЕКЕ FLOAT- 


ING ПЕ WE DON'T GET 
OUT OF THIS BIND, WE'LL 
BE LIKE DUCKS INA 
BARREL FOR THE 
MOTH- MEN 1 


OHHH! WAIT! 
I HAVE AN IDEA ! 
DON'T GO ‘WAY 

NOW ! 


NOW LET'S 
SINGE THAT 
KILLER 


A FEW CHOICE 
PUNCHES ! 


FROM ABOVE, KEEN 
EYES WATCH THE 
DYNAM le DUO 

RACE INTO THE 

LEPIDOPTERAL 

LAIR... 

І CAN'T 

IMAGINE HOW BAT- 
MAN AND ROBIN 
GOT INVOLVED IN 
THIS CAPER, BUT 
I'M READY FOR 
THEM WITH A TASTE 
OF MOTH HOSPITALITY! 


THIS MUST BE 
А GRAVITY- FREE 
CHAMBER--MAKING 
US WEIGHTLESS- 
THE SAME SORT 
CF CHAMBER. THE 
ASTRONAUTS LSE 
TO PRACTICE 
ORBITAL FLIGHTS 


GO WAYZ 
1S SHE 
KIDDING! 


RACING BACK To THE MOTH. 


HEATING STRIP WILL 
ANCHOR ME SECURELY 

THROUGH THE MAGNET- — 

SO GRAB HOLD, BATMAN 7 


E'S NO 
BATMAN / 


Р NO SIGN OF KILLER MOTH ELAX, BOYS Í 
LIKE AVENGING ANGELS | HERE ! BUT THIS [5 THE x I'LL FIND усе 
THE PUNCH- SWINGING ONLY DOOR IN THE ROOM 6 KILLER MOTH 
PAIR ADVANCES TO THE | AND I'D SWEAR HE DIDN'T FOR YOU! а 
MOTH- MASTER CONTROL. GO PAST Us ! 

ROOM WHERE... 


HERE HE 15-- NOW HOW'D BATGIRL 
HIDING BEHIND 4 FIGURE THAT OUT 41 
THiS FALSE > 
MOTH-PANEL | у 


ти TELL YOU HOW SHE KNEW-- 

AS SOON AS WE PUT ALLER Д WHEN BATGIRL WAS FIGHTING 
MOTH TO SLEEP! KILLER MOTH BACK AT WAYNE 
MANOR--SOME OF HER PERFUME 
ADHERED ТО HIM WHEN ТНЕУ w 
CAME INTO BODILY CONTACT ! 

AS SHE WALKED AROUND THE 


ROOM , SHE WAS 'SCENTING " 
HIM DOWN BY SMELL 1 


Й 


NICE DEDUCTION, | WELL--SINCE | JEN POLICE HEADQUARTERS, 
РАА / BUT | YOLU BROUGHT | AFTER KILLER MOTH АМО 


STILL LATER, IN THE GORDON 
ва HOME 
TLL BET You THE SUBJECT | HIS MOB HAVE BEEN IM— 


WERE MIGHTY 有 UP--I COULD | PRISONED AND THEIR MILLION 
GLAD TO SEE | HAVE ESCAPED-- | DOLLARS EXTORTION MONEY 
ME WHEN YOU Д AND WAS ABOUT | RETURNED TO THE VICTIMS... 
ANO ROBIN TO WHEN YOU 
WERE LIP IN THE / APPEARED-- | LOOKS AS IF 
AIR IN THAT BY FIRING Му | YOU HAVE А COME HER 
GRAVITY-FREE ) LASER NEW MEMBER | AID, COM- A LITTLE MORE 
CHAMBER f TORCH, OF THE TEAM, MISSIONER LIKE HER, 
USING THE BATMAN 7 GORDON - 
PRINCIPLE OR WILL SHE ( WHEN ANO 
OF ACTION PROVE To BE } WHERE THE 
AND REACTION A CRIME — CCCASION 
TO REACH FIGHTING {ARISES ١ FROM 
SAFETY / RIVAL Z ) WHAT I'VE SEEN, 
SHE DOESN'T 
HAVE TO TAKE 
A BACK SEAT 
TO ANYBODY / 


THAT BATGIRL 
SURE IS TOPS 


THE WORLD'S 
MIGHTIEST 
TAKE ON 


manet SUPER- MENACES! 


EACH FANTASTIC VOLUME 
PACKED WITH NOTHING B 


GET THEN ЯТ YOUR LOCAL COMICS SHOP! CALL 1-222-С0МІС BOOK FOR THE NEAREST LOCATION! 


WHERE DO ` 
COMICS 
FANS ` 


THAT’S WHERE 
YOU'LL FIND: LiDrary от images 


зпеак t ғ 
о downloe 
peeks а! some 


of DC's hotes Direct Currents listings of 
projects in DC’s upcoming comics | 
development special advance a 


DC Comics 


Secret Files & Origins Message Boards 


starring DC's greatest heroes 


1999 DC COMICS. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 


LUBRICATING GREASE 
THEY'RE PRETTY TIRED 
OF THE WHOLE AFFAIR 

RIGHT ABOUT NOWI A 


ЖТ MUST HAVE BEEN SHEER INTUITION THAT 
PROMPTED RALPH ( ELONGATED MAN 


АУ THERE HE cA 
WITH А TRICKY TAX! THAT DROVE НИМ / 
STRAIGHT INTO A CROOKED MESS OF MAYHEM! 


RIDDLE 27 22271117 SR ED 


А HUGE HAND 
THRUSTS OUT 
AT THE END 
OFA " 
TREMENDOUSLY 
LONG ARM INTO 
THE MAIN 
STREET TRAFFIC 
OF CHESTNUT 
CITY... 


AT THE OTHER END OF THAT THIS GAY | SOMETIMES Г 
ELONGATED M. NINETIES | WONDER HOW 
POLICEMAN | YOU MANAGE 
HURRY, RALPH-~ | GOODNESS COSTUME TO CATCH 
ORWELL BE | HAS NOTHING | ISN'T BUILT | CROOKS WHEN 
TO DO WITH YOU CAN'T EVEN 
IT, HONEY ! САТЕН А TRAIN! 
IT'S THESE 21 / IF YOU HADN'T 
OVERSIZED MADE US Miss 
и BUTTONS ! OUR REGULAR 
/ ZZ), BLAME THEM! TRAIN, WE WOULDN'T 
Й BE THIS LATE 1 


DRIVER, YOU KNOW VERY WELL 
THAT THE LAW SAYS YOU 
HAVE TO ACCEPT A 
PASSENGER WHO 
Авке FOR SERVICE 
WHEN YOUR FLAG 
16 ue t 


WHEN RALPH (ELONGATED 
MAN ) DIBNY АМО HIS WIFE 
SUE CATCH UP ТО HIS HAND.. 


SORRY, "ВИТ WE'RE IN A 
MISTER ! | HURRY! му WIFE 
I GOT / ANO I ARE DUE 
A FARE \ ATA BIG PARTY! 
WAITIN’ | WE'RE LATE NOW 
FOR ME | AND IN ALL THIS 
ACROSS | RUSH- HOUR 
TOWN! / TRAFFIC IT'LL 
BE A LONG TIME 
BEFORE I FIND 
ANOTHER EMPTY 


THANKS, МУ CABBY--THE 
OFFICER! NM MIRAMAR 


AS THEY SETTLE BACK FINALLY, RALPH AND SUE | OOOPS ! THERE GOES RALPH 
INSIDE THE САБ... ALIGHT BEFORE THE MYSTERY- SMELLING NOSE 

MIRAMAR HOTEL... DOING А REGULAR FANDANGO.. 
RALPH, I STILL 


SAY I SHOULD > 5 TRAFFIC \ | O- , WHATS 
HAVE A JEWEL І GOZEP \TOOK US JAMS, MAKING THAT SHIVERY 
FOR THE MIDDLE AN HOUR | MISTER! J| SCHNOZZOLA OF YOURS 
OF MY FOREHEAD 5 те TWITCH NOW Z 


” TO МАКЕ 

ТО МАКЕ МУ. THE TRIP!) PLENTY 

MAHARANEE ROUGH THAT, TAXI , 
COSTUME , | 2 sue ! LOOK 
AUTHENTIC ! ў 


THE TAXI Z! YOu PON'T 2 WELL, IT ISN'T THE 
WHATS WRONG? | SAME TAXI WE GOT INTO ! THIS 
I DON’T SEE ONE'S CHECKER SQUARES 
ANY THING ARE REVERSED! HOW COULD 
UNUSUAL, THAT SWITCH HAVE BEEN MADE 
WITHOUT OUR KNOWING ITZ 


HERE, SUE-- CHECK Y WOULDN'T YOU 

HAVE FALLEN ASLEEP IN THIS COSTUME ! KNOW IT 1 HE'S. 
THE TAXI 7 AND WAY - — THE ELONGATED | ^ HUNDRED TIMES 
WHEN WE WERE ASLEEP-- MAN HAS А JOB / FASTER GETTING 
DID THEY BOTHER TO ! TO po! OWT OE HIS 
SWITCH CARS ON LIS Z ў ALL I. KNOW IS CLOTHES THAN HE 

- й ІМ GOING TO IS GETTING INTO 

THE PARTY Í | THEM ! 


OH, WELL -- AT LEAST EVERY TIME 
AusBanes CH HE RUSHES OFF ON A CASE I 
5b GET AN EXTRA LONG кісе! 
MAN CAN BE 
ANNOYING TO A 
WIFE ON HER WAY 
TO A PARTY-- 
BUT THEY САМ 


BE VERY ха д 4! | y. 
UM Se NA 


4 
HE ARRIVES AT А GARAGE WHERE... 
THE SAME TAXI 


THE DUCTILE DETECTIVE 
HAS WAYS AND MEANS OF 
TRAILING A SUSPECT AVAIL” 
ABLE ONLY TO HIMSELF... 


eh 2 THE MAN FELL ASLEEP-- 
JUST AS SUE AND I. DID ! 
WHATS WITH THIS 
SLEEPYTIME TAXI Z 


NOW THEY'RE PHOTOGRAPHING 
THE PAPERS THAT WERE IN 
THE ATTACHE CASE / 


2225 


= ВЕН гео cor N! 


... BUT WHY 
BRING HIM HERE TO 
4 THIS GARAGE Z 


HA { NOW THEY'RE TAKING THE ATTACHE , 
CASE FROM THE МАМ ANO + SNIFE Sr; 
OF COURSE | THE REAR OF THE TAXI IS 
FILLED WITH SLEEPING GAS / THE TAXI 
15 SPECIALLY EQUIPPED TO PUT ITS 
7 CUSTOMERS TO SLEEP ! ⁄ 


WHEN YOU DREAMED UP THIS 
GIMMICK OF PUTTING IM- 
PORTANT PEOPLE TO SLEEP 
AND TAKING SNAPSHOTS OF 
THEIR IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS, 
BEE TAY 1 
5 73ب‎ 


THE ВЕАШТУ OE МУ SUDDENLY... 
SCHEME IS-- NOBODY 

WILL SHELL CUT 

PLENTY FOR THE 


EVER SUSPECTS WHAT 
WE DO ! WE DON'T 
DETAILS OF THIS 


THIS OUGHT то SMASH N 
STEAL ANYTHING ! 


THE CAMERA--AND SPOIL, 
| ALL THOSE SHOTS HE JUST 


TOOK, WHEN THE LIGHT 
HITS THE FILMS ! 
WE JUST TELL ‘EM 


НЕУ--|76 THE ELONGATED MAN! SORRY, I'VE ALREADY 
I'LL HANDLE HIM-- PUT HIM TO HAD SOME EXTRA 
SLEEP WITH ONE OF MY PUNCHES SLEEP TONIGHT... 


KEEP PLINCHING, STILL AHEAD 
FELLA! ALL T 

FEEL IS THE 
BREEZE СЕ YOUR 


AND THATS THE 
SWINGING FIST ! 


WAY IT'LL. 5ТАУ-- 


YOUVE HAC YouR “Маа aem I'LL FLATTEN HIM 
CHANCE ! PATS Ove À Za. WITH THIS 
а 8 HAMMER ! 


FROM THE OFFICE PART OF THE TAX 7 WE'RE COMING, WE'LL STRETCH HIM OUT 
GARAGE, THREE DRIVERS LINGE BEETAY / FROM ШЕКЕ те 
> TERNITY ! 


(а 


2) 
= ч his 
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THE WORLD'S 22: 
GREATEST 

SUPER-HEROES | 


ON YOUR BOOKSHELF! 


ІШКІШ ІНЕРЕГІТЕР НДЕ 
ВЕ YOUR РОСА GOMIES SH 
CALL gg COMIC HOOK! 


NU JEUNE: 


ВЕЕТАУ RECOVERS JUST 
INTIME TO FEEL DUCTILE 
DIGITS CLOSE ABOUT HIM... 


SHORTLY, WHEN THE 
FEDERAL ALITHORITIES YZ 
HAVE BEEN SUMMONED... 


Ы FOREIGN CAPITALS-- BUT 
B® We NEVER KNEW HOW ов. 
b. WHY--LINTIL NOW--THANKS 
BN TO YOu, ELONGATED 
MAN Z 


AN EQUALLY GRATEFUL 
FOREIGN DIPLOMAT ADDS 


AND SO, WHEN RALPH | A PRESENT FROM THE INDIAN ў і 
FINALLY SHOWS UP AT] AMBASSADOR, DEAR ! HE 
THE MASQUERADE INSISTED ON GIVING YOU THIS 
PARTY... SPECIAL JEWEL AS A GESTURE 
3 OF FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN 
NATURALLY, L OUR COUNTRIES / 


HIS PRAISE TO THAT OF 
THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 


I TOO MUST HAVE 
A WAY TO EXPRESS 
MY SPECIAL THANKS, | NOTHING 
ELONGATED 


AND--OF COURSE --IN THE LEAST Т CAN DO--IN THE 
GRATITUDE FOR MY INTERESTS OF INTERNATIONAL 
HAVING KEPT HIS PEACE ANO GOOD WILL--1S TO 4 
DOCUMENTS TOP ж ACCEPT IT ! à 
^ SECRET ! 0c —— š 
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> from inside front cover 


perky, high-kicking performance, 
the shows ratings were on the 
decline. Batman, which had 
recently been one of the few 
prime time TV series to be 
shown twice a week, had worn 
out its welcome; it would be 
cancelled in the spring of 1968. 

In the comics, Batgirl remained a popular and integral char- 
acter well into the 1980s. It was only in the wake of CRISIS ON 
INFINITE EARTHS that her role in the DC Universe changed. 
Frank Miller and David Mazzucchellis BATMAN YEAR ONE left 
Barbara Gordon out of the picture; it was Barbara Kesel and 
Rick Leonardi who reintroduced Batgirl into continuity, this time 
as Commissioner Gordon’s niece rather than his daughter, in 
SECRET ORIGINS #20, November 1987. 

Batgirl — or, rather, Barbara Gordon — would be changed 
further by the classic BATMAN: THE KILLING JOKE in 1988. The 
story, written by Alan Moore and illustrated by Brian Bolland, 
involved the Joker kidnapping Commissioner Gordon and 
shooting and crippling Barbara. The damage was permanent. 
Many thought that this would be the end of her heroic career. 

Instead, writer John Ostrander turned her disability into a 
fresh beginning. Barbara, always portrayed as brilliant, mastered 
computers and the nascent Internet to become the master hacker 
known as Oracle. After her debut in SUICIDE SQUAD #23, 
(January 1989) Oracle became a mainstay of the DC Universe and 
is currently one of the Birds of Prey. 

Batgirl's absence from the present-day action in Gotham City 
has only increased demand for a new Batgirl. One was finally 
introduced during last year's "No Man's Land" storyline. The new 
Batgirl, a deadly yet troubled Asian teen, is as different from 
Barbara Gordon as Barbara was from the 1950s Batgirl. Despite 
these differences, Barbara Gordon has taken her heroic name- 
sake under her wing, helping her to adjust to a life of crimefight- 
ing. And for the first time, a Batgirl patrols Gotham City and stars 
in her own monthly comic book. 


—Robert Greenberger 
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“The Million Dollar Debut of Batgirl!” 
Story by Gardner Fox 
Pencils by Carmine Infantino 
Inks by Sid Greene 


"Riddle of the Sleepytime Taxi!" 
Story by John Broome 
Art by Murphy Anderson 


Driginal cover illustration by Carmine Infantino and Murphy Anderson 
Batman created by Bob Kane 
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